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students who droPPed out of the

class of 2006 had graduated, the

nation's economy would have

lmemeflted lrom an additional $309

bi l l ion im incorne clven their

litr'etimes.

liveryone bencfits liom incrcased

graduatiotr rates. 
-['he gradr"ratcs

thetnscivcs, on average" rvill eam

highcr wagcs ancl cnjoY ttrorc

coin {brlable and secttre lifesty les'

At thc satnc t i tnc, thc nat ion

[-rencl-its lrom tlieir i ncreased

purchasing power, collects highcr

iax receipts. and sees higher'lcvels

o I' wot'ker Procluct ivi iY.
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The *{igh Cost of High School Dx'opouts

What the Nation Pays for inadequate High Schools

Ilvcry sclrocrl clay" seven tlrousatr<l stuclents bccottrc clropouts" Alrnuii''1,,' thal :itlds r-iir to ahottt l .2

r'i lrion stucrents rvh. wiil not graduat" hi;i-.;rh"or.witti trreir pccrs irs :,rt:ht:qhrk-:rtr' i-ackirrg a higlt

school cliplomti, thcse indivictrials will be"rar rnore likclv to spcnd tittir Iivnr p'"'"r.irxiii:i i l ly

unemployccl, on govemrncnt assistancc, or cycling in and out ()l 't lte llris(}n systelll '

Most high schoOl ilropouts sce thc result of theirdecision t() lcave scltool ttrost clcarlY ili thc

s l in rncssr : l f t l r c i rwa l le ts .Theavcrag"onn. ,o t i l r co t r re |o rah ig l rschoc l ld i l l ! ] : .1 ' ] . i ' r . ,1 ( ) ( } . . | l r ' l t : l
$r6,4g5, c.mpared i '$26.156 tbr 

"  
rr igt tr"r t* l  graduate, o di f  r"r"n"" o{ '$t} .(r ' l l  ( t l ' l ; ; '  [Jurcatt  r ' r l '

thcCensus ,200-5) . - [ 'hc i rnpac ton thccoun l ry 's " " tn " t " "y is less l ' i s ib lc 'b t r t l t i s i t cver i l t c lc : i r ;
stagge ring.

l l - ihc 'at io ' ,s seconcl.ry sch.ols improved cnough that they werc ablc t0 graci l rr l l ' r :  r l l i  o i ' t i ic ' i r

studcnts, rather than the 6g to 70 percenl o1 studerrts that are cr-'rretrtly graclultcli l lrltlrtl it lv

(rrcritoriar pro.1ects in frd'cation, 2006), thc payoff wourcl bc signiflcant" h-slr in-rirtirii it ' i ' ' i ' ' '  i ' l 'r ' i[ur
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$itudemts Who Learn lVtore Earn More

!{escarch by cecilia R.'usc, protbssorof cconomics and pubric alr-airs at princct.il [-)nir"crsi'ty'

shows that ezrch clropout, over his or her lilbtimc, costs the nation approximatcly $i260'000 (l{ouse'

2005 ). Unless high schools are able to graduate their strrdents at higher rates' morc than I 2 million



shrclettis will drop otrt cluring the course of tlte

nexl clecade. The lesuit will bc a ltlss to the

rration af $3 tril l ion-

Tlre calculations on page 4 show the monetary

benefits cach state could accrLre over thc

lilctirnes of.iust one year's clropouts il-thosc

:itudents cottlel be conrrcrtecl to graduatcs' Thc

nunrbers vary from state to state, of course:

North f)akota (at the low end) would see its

ccononly increase by $425 million; Alabarna

(ncar l l te middle) would acld $3 bi l l ion to i ts

econoltly. ancl Calilbrnia's economy (at the higlt

cncl)  would accrue an addit ional $36 bi l l ion ovct '

the lilbtirne of cach graduating class- Thcse

figures are conservative, and do not take into

accoultt tlrc a<lclcd cconomic growth gcnctatccl

fl 'orn etch new dollar irut into tlte cconotny'

More Graduates Benefit SocietY

Obviously. dropouts are a clrain on the

cconottrics of'each statc ancl tlrc nation. Lowcr

local, statc, and national tax revenues arc pcrhaps

thc rttost obvious conscqucnce o1'higher dropout

Wh* $3*eg5si' 1 {i Y";1;i6} ;1;:itt':'i

Onllr about 56 percent $t l '{ ispanic student$

and$2 percent of blacl* stildents witl
graduate on time with a regular diploma'
ionnpared to 77 percent Pf Asian stLuients
ansl ,t'O ileN'{:i}rxt. $ii r'.rlillls i:iiriiri[li"'ilr" {n!:ff"
nsr]$).

Among ail races anci etnnicrlies, fefiates
graduate at a higher rate than thelr rnale

f,eers*?3 Fercent versu$ 65 percent iEPF'
?{]0s).

* Graduat**ll rilteg; uru riigrliXiil;il ' i l l l"j l{:'wul' ili

d i s t r i c t s  w ; i h  i l i qh f . i  : -& '  . : . : '  1  :

sts.ldents wfru arg eltgiuie iu{ ii*e $i

reduced-price lunches {a rneasure of
povertY) (Swanson, 2004)"

*  I - i i E h  S c l t + O !  s i i . 5 ( t t : l ' i r  r I  r ! i : r !  '  
l

tarnil ies dr*g,r $ut ci{ gc:ti l i"rr.:N ;,11. l: i" i t ir-i i t 'r i ' ;  l l ir ' :

rate erf their 6reer* tn*rn hiil[L-iur;tirlr:'
fami lies {L}.$" $up;lrtrnoelt c$ s:ilLit;iiil $l i'

National Center for Hducation $tatistics'

?004).

" Thc* f*wesf"an.hlevl l lq i i$ ps[{: t i { i r ]  r i i '

sturJerlts olrg tw*i$ty ttffltlti l'*tittt lriilf i'tr ,'r1

c[roF out 6f high .cl ior-r!  f frprl  5rr1 ' '  r

ilre lrigtrest $ohis\'arfi 'lint q\jitriji t

{Carnevale, 20tiJ}.

rates, even when dropouts arc employcd' they L-."-

earn signilicantly lower wages than graduates. Statc and local economics sul'f 'e| iirt-tltci' u,'l ' 'r:r

ha'c lcss-educated populaccs. as they find it morc clifficult to attract new busiitr]l l i, I , ' '

Sinrul taneously,  these ent i t ics must spend nrorc on social  prograrns whcn t l ic i r  l lo l l i r i l  1"

:
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Iorvcr cducational lcvels.

-l 'he 
rration's econorny and competitive standing also suflbrs when tht)re are high clroptlul ratc:-

Arlopg clcvclopccf cor"mtries, the tJnitecl Statcs ranks seventeenth in high schoOl graduatiotl [l ',:s

ancl lburtccnth in college gratluation rates (Organisation fbr Economic Co-Opcration ancl

tr)cvclopmenl, 20()6). Dropouts rcprescnt a trctncnclous wastc of humall potenlial attci pfotltrci i1r'"

and reduce the nation's ability to compete in an increasingly global econonly.

t trigh school gratluates, on the other hantl, provide b<lth economic and social bencfits to st-tcic'', ltt

acliirion to caming highcr wages. which results in attcndant benelits tti local, stalc, attcl ti l lt ir, ,ri

ccoitomic conclitiols, high school gracluates live longer (Muennig, 2005). are lcss liltcly t* ' :"il!

parents ([.lavcman etal.,Z0Al), and are rnore likely to raise healthicr, better-educatcti chiiri: ':rt ' ln

iact, children ol.parents who graduate from high school are thcmselves far lnore likcly io rxritduzttt:

lrom high schooi than are children o[parents without a high schooldegrce (Wollb & !l;.rvcrr-ian"

2t')02).1-ligh school gracluates are also less likely to comnrit crinres (l{.aphael, 2(X}'-i)" i 'ciY tr:t

gov.-nlpent health care (Mucnnig, 200-5). or use othcr putrlic services such as f-orrel slitlt"tl-rs oi

W'Wq{6i-



Irr.rLrs;ing assistance (Garlinkcl et al., 2005). Atlclitionally, high school graciuiitcs engage lll clvrc

activity, inclucling 
"otlng 

ancl volunteering in their cot]lmunities' at higher levels (Junn' 2005)'

Reducing Dropouts tly Improving High Schools

F4--- tu'i**l il,*;- ;*-*-lTo increase the numtrer of students who gracluatc

from high school, thc nation's sccondary schools

riiust kre dramatically improved. Although thc

invcstments nradc in the early grades are bcginning

to pay off, with higher student reading scores and a

recluction in the achievemcnt gap between whitc

ancl minorily stLtcients (U.S. Departrnettt ol'

l :c lucat ion. 2005)" too many of America's high

schools are stil l serving their students poorly'

In tr recent survey of high school dropouts,

rcspondenls indicated that they fbl t  al ienatcd at

school ancl that uo onr: even noticecl il 'they {ailcd

to show up lbr class. ll igh school clropouts also

cornplained that school did not reflect real-world

challcngcs. More than half of respondents said that

thc rna.ior reason fbr dropping out olhigh school

wls lhl t  thcy l 'c l t  thcir  c lasscs wcrc l r t t intcresl ing

ancl irrelcvant (Bridgeland & di lulio" 2(X)6)-

O1hers leave because they are not doing well

acadernically; only about 30 percent of'high school

stuclcnts read proliciently, which generally mcans

lhat as the uraterial in their tcxtbooks becomes

incrcasingly challenging, they drop increasingly

f urther [-rchind.

h"tigh S*|rer*tr fi3rm5..1'*eu{ u**: [."f

Researchers have startecl to examilre
various annual and lifetime costs
asspciated with ltigh schsol drspairts'

Tfre $*|Itit*tj $tnto::s s*tlIt! $iivs L,'flllri$'rr'i

$?"$ a*d $'l$.S hiifio* txl.lriually ir5t

irurpr'*villgl *)cltrciitic"$il1 iltrj ;iirl l1]4iifli

arnonE all recipients of Tenrporanr
Assistance to Needy Families, fctcrd

starnps, and housing a$$i$taftce

{$arfinkel et al . Triff $l

A h isih schonI cirr*pln'r"rlt'llt] i ilII i ]"ii'!i {r l'

abc.ut $S$,{i$ft (,ils;s ir; l;ii{,1'r' r:r!t'rf i'r

tifetime {Rouse, 2S05}'

lf the rnale graduaiion rate were
increased hy nnlv 5 peirc*trt, tl'ler
i ta t iot t  wcLl i ( i  : i { .e a i l  . j :  :  i :  r : -  r ' i  ' .

CIf $z$.$ trilli *tr in $rii 'rle,^l t:'itttqil irr.rl:i"i r.,

{A l t i nmce  f u r  [ : x c r c l r ( . , ; , ;  t .  r  '  :  ' '

2US6h).

America could save more than $17
trillion in t{ledicaid and exoet'r*iltur*il;
{''er imalth care f*r tl}di i.i,ritr'lrrrlr r.. r.i i."',
grndulatlnE atl stt-t*:ie* [il {,']tri ! l,rii i'' 'rr i'.'r:
Sxuell|elit Hcit.l*;rti*u" ln:fIli'i i

i\

.-*-l

Whatcver the causes, the nation can no longer aftord to have a third of i1s studcnts leaving scl:rttl l

wi th6ut a c ' l ip lolra.  Our high schools must bc improvcd to give al l  studcnts the exeel lc i l t  cdtt !  , r i , . r t t

that rvill prepare thcnr lbrcollege or work, ancl to be productivc ntetrtbers ol-socicty.

I.'or morc information about the state of America's high schools,

and to find out what individuals and organizations can do

to support effective reform at the local, state, and federal lcvcls.

visit the Alliance t'or Excellent Education's wcbsite at ' ' .,
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Estimated Additional Lifetirne Income if High $chool Dropouts Graduated With Their

Class in 2005-20061

ethGracters FstimatedGraduation 
":::m::JTilK::{2002"2003) Rate (2005-2006) of 2006

Tnf al N-!f e;iinilc Adri:l.ienai
Incorne if Dropouts

Graduated

$1, 1 82,S07,r)0f.1
$1 ,094,795,520
55,35,.i.388.0fi'J
rj'i.Gs; [iii i ]1.i0

l . i I l t r ; . ,  1 i i I . " : l . l  L  . I  l ! . l i  l

$ .1 .  1  ! l l ' .  t  t i5  l l i i l t

. r ) :  I i l : t i , l : , , i " : .  '  l i r

$ 1 , 0 r 1 7 , 1 2 7  0 | 0
$ii{is,1 iil, !j't{.r

l;:r J. 7:2:r', 6tr i, 5Ul]

State

j\ifr$nrna

Alaska

Arir*nal

Arkansas
r i : ; ; . l f  l , ;1 ' ;1 i ; '1

Colorado

[ : i ] r t  r l  r  i j  ' . , ' ; i { i i  i1:

Delaware
l:!!$1r';t:t of Qrlumbri;l

Florida

ili*r:rrqie
l-lar,"laii

i;.iiri;rr

l l l inois
I i l ( l lan;)

lowa

Kil i l l ia i ;

Kentucky
i . , i l r  t i t i l . . r , t ; , t

Maine

: ' i ' l r r l  ' - ' l - "" ' { }

Massachusetts
F,{ichig;lrr

Minnesota
lVl i$ r+is"qiprri
Missour i

:\ir:i itil l"'l
Netrraska
ilc'1rada

New Hampshire
,\1,j,,"r..,crtfrV

tlew Mexico

i:l !:rj ;r';, I i:

North Carolina
r  i r ' ;  ] l - r  l  l , , i , r l l l l t

Oh io
{Sklahon:a

Oregon
$ ir 1. I I .1;.":1.,i a",'i i i

RhocXe ls land

lit'ul I r tlr rr.:rl tt;l

South Dakota
'I'\r*rrrr:s 

se;e
Texas

[.i tllr

Vermont
: l : i . r - t i ; l i ; ;

Washington
,i1i,;l i;it x,i lt l"tiltii '
Wisconsin

\t'9*nring

lJnited $tates

31 ,'1 5il

11 ,568

5e.fl4S

36,657
ji rl:i,3i)ll

58 ,710
.i 1.l'j l I

1  0 ,1  50
5,:t8ti

223.743

1121.: i8f t

15 ,629
jr"r,ti:i6

164,554
&2,S02

41 ,3S4
ii3,tiE3

56,678

{:ll.:1,fiii!l

17 ,036

I i.],,i.1. fj

77,733
131i ,037

71.222

lllr. {"llr1

75,791

1:J,tili:

24,861

:t 1t. tt 1 i;
17,520

l-1U.lr.?.1

29,307
2!il,sh),1

1 1 1 , 4 9 3

: l , l i  i  ?

156.492
ii0.27il

45 ,619
'i fi:l..iir1.

12 ,548
ii2.ri8:r

11 ,247

14.693

359,368

35 ,961

8,748

5r:i.i]1 J

86,602

i,r:i,ii lti

78,961

{t ,053

s,$0$,439

60 7'l,r
63,6%
i0.o.ih
71 .80/o

71. i l r j l '

72.50k
i t  l l ' r i .

60.7o/r

s8.t]?1,
575%
f_ifi.3v,

63.7%

? / .4,r1,

76.30/o

73,01i ,

425%
'/ 

i,. {l'li)

69.7o/o

iiil ti ' l ',,

74.O%
; , .1 .r l  ' l : ,

72.1%
fi{).49,;
79.O"/o
{t11.[i1i:
74 7./o
l5.i.r'lf,
77,8%
55 $?;
77 .7%
8ri 59i,
s6 .7%
{it.5,1i,
66.2%

76.5%
7't. l |%
69.0%
' i  

l ] l . ' i ' l ; ,

72.3%
f:i.il. ir(.1'

74.5%
6? 2%
66.8%
76.7ait'

81 .2o/o

7,1.$,11,

68.20/o

80.6%

74.0%

6$.69/"

1 .1 ):t2

4 , 2 1 1
?{i,594
10,337

! l ! r  i r t j - 1

1 6 , 1 . i  5
:  J  I  . r . '

3,989
?. i1 , :

95,091
r, :r .rrilir

5 ,673
4 . r , 1 t i

38,999

22,3f i ; r
7,244

$  s21

1 7 , 1 7 3

"li: , i i-,,i

4,429
'i I :.i ri 1i:t

21 ,688
4 i i ,s61

14,957
'1 li ,:,.t il

19 ,  ' 175

3,? i'{'r

5 , 519

1t i ,857

3,907
13 ,83  1
12 ,690
t,r,i.flil.ri

37,685

36,776

14 .578

14,142

:: i : , ( r , I ' i

3 ,476
i:'ii . il {:l il

2 ,868

28,?3e
1 1 9 , 3 1 0

9,37$
1,645

,lr,$,1{l
27,539
ri,4t4

1 5 , 3 1 8
2,095

't , ' i  f l9,Tt i .

1 , :  t .  r : '  I , i : 1 . )  i i i l i )

l r  l . r ;  i . ,  . - ,  . . r r t :

._l i.r, t j ::t i i ,, ' i ;  1 . [ l ..)0

b l I , f J l I , i l l i 1 : . l i l 0

i r i .  l . i j r i l i  i . )  1  . : l f  t )

,  ,  : ,  . : , '
'  

l :  i r  j : i i l

. t  ; ' l , l

. ,  t . . .  , : : : . t i l
' i . , i i .) 'r., i l t,,1t ri i ir )

r j ' i  t l  i : r  j i l : l  i l i l i l
^  r t i r : r  i  : r r . : l l _ \

. 1 . i ,  ) i i ( r  ' i ,  
r ' . i , 1

t i . :  i r . , i r l  : . r ,  , , , )
( i ( ) , , / r l i i . t ) [ ) .  ] , r l

i r / i . . l i . rU r . , i i i i

$9,561, t16 , r ( ln

'3 7!'(1,3{ii i.ii i{.l

$ 3 , t j 7 0 . S 9 . : i ) r . l
; r i ' . i : l : ' l ;  . r '

l l i . r i l i l . ,  i l r :  . r l  '

l l i  r i i i " i l i , i l

1 ; i 7 , 1 l r , t i i i  ' r , r

: i l ' .341  4 :  , ' i . l i r

$3 ' l  ,0 :?0 , r ' :  " '  j ' i i { l

l i . ; ; ) . . i , - : ,  i  t i - i i l

' l i i

; '  i  ' ; r r '  '  
t , l l

: i ,  , ' r :  r . 1 , . , i l L j

*  1  . i r f i i J . i r ' !  l i ,  i l i )

$:1.9112,; '9: t ,E, i t )

$5/ j , j ,  ?Si i . '10i1

; i i l l i , : . . i r  ; : l , , : l " l i i ,  l i ! l l

4



i  l >

i )10 P 1,,.-{- 5 
'" Ias,J./D."t

I

') 4r,., .r...-1 sLJn-f, Jcopo^t a.{td- s<-l,,"oi J"l ?

l  Ao" ,  ,a1. \ ra l  t f - ,  J* ; \ r  t . r ,  \ )  nJ iu ' tJ . - ' - ] .  
* , 'LL '  $ 'n" ,  f  

te{  (  t t t i ' . ^<r
\

c (  1 ! .as i  do rp r . . l - .  i

,) l-", Luo.{ 
, *h,r* ilat -LLw everale c^oa*c*l i^co,^ 

" 
{; .. ^ Jropo.,+ I

l )  r r  ( r  \ ,  r \  t \  r \  r r  , i  ' | , .  t '  l . r ,1 l  , , - I "  i , - , , , . , , , rJ , . r . i * l

5)  Urh ,+  r r  {de  J , ' ( en  eaL4  ( ^ " ^ *1  -  . )  f r . f  *u^  + | . *  sc  , ^ .u , . ^e r  ?

6)  i , - i r i " : - \  c i , r r ! .  A co.^*o l*  o f  ; f^ ,^r l (  *1 . , . *  
t , ;  

. , r . - \ "1  \ ' ,1 .  
\  

, . . - , .  l - l r

+1 .  i ,  f f n " '  { v . . t r r  l eLu* *  f hz  r c  r , ^c \ i . ^p \  )  (h ; - . } l  t  , i . * . ,  
" i '  

L r ^J .

,i+ \i{ou 
,. " 

u- .. ,-" )
t) f\rrl *lz r,-h"r..l-c^{, 

1r^),,*-.{*J ,.{ LuiL ,n\lz.,J 
_6C 

,l"of ir ,*i ,,.. \ }.,.*"_, ,,,.,*.f.
i r ^co ' r ^  o  * . r , l J  l - L -z  " t *L r , .  L , . , l  b , : , . . .C  L r , {  (

k \  r l0,1 
.[- ir ,*, 

;maar\ S]*. l t .- i  \  c.v.L p."J.e J.. l  +, , l^ p o..--f D L < i ,  , ,v /]

de ,.^.'1{ r ! +1"" l^',, '1\ EcL,;,,i \ A{? ,"oI ^Llu -|', .1rr,rl-".',1< +1.r, \
t \  I  i -5 \ , r 2 , -Ts  i , {  h , " , I  . u  f " l n  ,  )

G\ ,'.t l  Uw 
l f i " l r  

q,  I1.o.u rn^,) ,  tyor.  (  /v\r , \a1wo,. \J +, l""  J lr-d

;i ;r i{ *.i^r s|* j*-.{; J, J l nrrl-,..'}-" ;.^ Lu b I

/u) d h, "L *o+t 1.,.i jr* marl 1O qrol or5)"
It) uw\n; "L +rfe lr,"i ]-1,. h.:* fr^cl*r"|^,'o^ ,r,.fn/4 ?uh,4^ iraLle !lo, j.he Lucr rj| t1t-rJ uulro^ {
\]) *, h., )eusv,,l 

1ra,l n,k )

laJ  inr i . l r \  , \ . t  t  scy i^{  o \ .  
{o* /  Oprn, , ; - i  { "a  hoip, .nq wipL

o{ &),rhr*, . 1-iu <. r-.t €

?
,.+. ?

p,'l i,lo.. J' l
Yh r  \


